Introduction
Various silver staining methods can be used to detect nuclear structunes. Silver can react selectively with some metaphasic chromosome regions (Ferraro et al., 1977; Goodpasture et al., 1976) corresponding to nucleolus organizer regions (NORs). The latter are associated with the loci of ribosomal genes, whose presence has been demonstrated by in situ hybridization (Hsu et al., 1975; Evans et al., 1974; Henderson et al., 1972; ) . The AgNOR silver stain appears to be related either to argyrophilic proteins (Biggiogera et al., 1989; Michalik et al., 1981; Lischwe et al., 1979) or to a diffrrential chromatin decondensation (Clavaguera et al., 1983) . Silver deposits have been observed at the ultrastructural level located on fibnillar centers and on the dense fibnillan component of the nucleolonema (Ploton et al., 1982) . The AgNOR technique (Goodpasture and Bloom, 1975 ) is most often used in its modified versions (Thi#{233}-baut et al., 1984; Schwarzacher et al., 1978; Denton et al., 1977; Howell, 1977) . Most works on NORS have dealt with their simultaneous observation with the chromosomal structure.
A tedious technique has been used to identify the chromosomes, requiring a photograph or a DNA spectrophotometnic measurement after specific DNA staining, then a destaining followed by silver staining and a second photograph (Dolezel et al., 1989; Schwarzacher et al., 1978; Howell, 1977; Bloom and Goodpasture, 1976) . Zankl and Bernhard (1977) have (Figure 3) . This was also demonstrated by the ratios calculated from nuclear DNA absorptions which were between 1.7 and 2.1 (mean value 1.9 ± 0.1). A value of 1.9 was obtained for 15 mm, which was considered as being the optimal hydrolysis duration (cf. Discussion).
Combined AgNOR and Feulgen Staining
The optimal conditions determined above were used for each of the three combinations:
Ag-F Sequence. Hepatocyte nuclei appeared as pale purple.
Whatever the incubation time in the silver nitrate solution (5-60 mm), no silver grains were visible in the nuclei ( Figure  4a ). 
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,. 1989; B#{246}hm, 1968; Murgatroyd, 1968; Sandritter et al., 1965 et al., 1969; Murgatroyd, 1968) . This may be due to the presence of two chromatin fractions (Adamiec, 1981; Villiger et al., 1970; Denkhaus et al., 1969; Bohm and Sandnitten, 1966 , 1989; Miller et al., 1979) .
